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CAMPAIGN SIGNS

G.S. 136-32. Regulation of Signs-

(b) Compliant Political Signs Permitted. — During the period beginning on the 30th day before
the beginning date of "one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163-1300 and ending on the 10th
day after the primary or election day, persons may place political signs in the right-of-way of
the State highway system as provided in this section. Signs must be placed in compliance
with subsection (d} of this section and must be removed by the end of the period prescribed
in this subsection.

Signs on Private Property will not be held to the guidelines below. Signs can go up 30 days
before the beginning of One Stop Early Voting, and they are to be taken down within 10 days
of Election Day. Please reference the following schedule:

March Primary November Election
Election Date: March 3, 2026 November 3, 2026
Signs can go Up: January 13 , 2026 September 15, 2026
Signs need to be Down By: March 13, 2026 November 13, 2026

The state has strict requirements for political signs placed on highway right-of-ways. First, the
person putting up the sign “must obtain permission of any property owner of a residence,
business, or religious institution fronting the right-of-way where a sign would be erected.”

The signs must be placed according to the following regulations:

e No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access highway.
e No sign shall be closer than three feet from the edge of the pavement of the road.
e No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection.

¢ No sign shall be higher than 42 inches above the edge of the pavement of the road.
¢ No sign shall be larger than 864 square inches (six square feet)

e No sign shall obscure or replace another sign.

There are also strict penalties for unlawful removal of political signs. It’s considered a Class 3
misdemeanor to steal, deface, vandalize, or unlawfully remove a political sign that is
lawfully placed. ;




SAMPLE BALLOTS

G.S. 163 - 1106 Sample Ballots

(b) Document Resembling and Official Ballot to
(c) Contain Disclaimer

No person other than the board of elections shall produce or
disseminate a document substantially resembling an official ballot
unless the document contains on its face a prominent statement
that the document was not produced by a board of elections and
is not an official ballot.

It is strongly recommended
that sample ballots be
printed on another color
other than white.

ed to contamj—‘

13 legend (i.e. “Paid ;[Name of commlttee]”)- lf the samp'f“:ballot' is marked

for candidates other than yourself, it must also contam an authorlzatlon
statement (i.e. “Authorized by [name of candldate], candidate for [name of
office]” or "Not authorized by a candidate”).




DO | NEED A LEGEND?

What is a legend? A legend is the statement “ Paid for by...” or “Sponsored by...” and
includes the committee name. This legend should be used on all types of media including,
but not limited to, radio advertiements, newspaper advertisments, political signs, etc.

REQUIRES A LEGEND DOESN’ T REQUIRE A LEGEND

e Newspaper Ads
e Magazines
e Periodicals

¢ Buttons
¢ Bumper Stickers

e Pre-Marked Sample Ballots * Yard Signs

 Outdoor Advertising Facilities e Window Posters

e Radio Ads e Barn Signs

e Television Ads e Campaign Paraphernalia

e Billboards : (Balloons, Shopping Bags, Nail Files, etc.)

Sound-Truck Ads
Airplane Streamers
Portable Signs
Pamphlets

e Fliers

e Mass Mailings

e Cards

e Campaign Literature

Legends should be at least 5% of the height of the advertisement or 12 point
font; whichever is greater. Television disclosures must be 32 scan lines and radio
ad disclosures must be a minimum of 2 seconds.

For Best Practice- If you don’t know if it is required, add a legend anyway.

*This is 12 point font.



CAMPAIGN FINANGE

WHO CAN BE MY TREASURER?

You may be your own treasurer or you can have someone else be your
treasurer. Your treasurer may NOT be your spouse, anyone under the
age of 18, or a non-resident of NC.

HO NEEDS TO TAKE TREASURER TRAINING AND WHEN?

Campaign finance training is required for the treasurer of a candidate's committee, but it is
also the main venue for learning about what is accepted and prohibited for a candidate's

campaign. It is recommended that the candidate attend training with the treasurer, as well as
anyone who will be handling campaign transactions. All treasurers must attend training within
3 months of appointment, and once every 4 years thereafter.

WHAT IF | DO NOT INTEND ON GOING ABOVE THE $1,000 THRESHOLD?

Although you do not intend on going over the threshold limit, you must still appoint a
treasurer to your committee and the treasurer must still attend training. You are still expected
to keep up with your expenditures in the instance that you meet the threshold limit. You will
not need to complete campaign finance any further than the packet you received when you
filed. If you see that you are reaching the $1,000 threshold limit and are going to exceed it,
you must amend your paper work with the Hoke County Board of Elections as soon as your
reach that limit.

| WILL EXCEED THE $1,000 THERSHOLD, WHAT DO | NEED TO DO?

After you complete the initial paperwork from filing, including the 10 Day Financial Report,
the treasurer will need to follow the reporting schedule provided in the folder given to the
candidate at filing. The candidate and the treasurer will both receive letters from the Board
of Elections office when reports are coming due. If the committee exceeds $10,000, you will
be required to file electronically through the State Board of Elections website
(www.ncsbe.gov). How to find the forms needed to complete your financial reports can also
be found on the State’s website. The Campaign Finance Schedule can be found on the next
page of this guide as well as some campaign finance reminders/tips.




THEDO’S AND DON' TS OF
CAMPAIGN REPORTING

PO (I

DO Keep accurate records of contribution and expenditures, and you will
avoid unnecessary problems. Remember reporting simply requires
full disclosure of all monies received or expended. (You must disclose
the Bank and account number).

DO Calendar all due dates of reports and file timely. The candidate or
chairman should follow up with the treasurer to be certain reports are
filed timely.

DO Remember to notify the Richmond County Board of Elections within ten
days of a change in your treasurer.

DO Contact the Richmond County Board of Elections @ (910} 997-8253
if you need assistance.

v’ DON’T

U
DON'T Accept contributions in excess of $50.00 in cash, anonymous

contributions, or contributions given in a name other than the actual
contributor.

DON'T Accept contributions from corporations, business entities, labor
unions, professional associations, churches, clubs, fraternal
organizations or any group unless the group is registered as a political
committee.

DON'T Accept contributions from Federal PACS unless registered. Remember
Non candidates committees may not accept contributions from
Federal PACS even if registered.

DON'T Make cash payments in excess of $50.00 to any individual. Checks
must be written. (Exercise extreme caution when disbursing funds
for Election Day expenses).



HOW TO FIND YOUR
CAMPAIGN FINANCE FORMS

1. Go to www.ncsbe.gov. Click on Campaign Finance on the top ribbon.

An official website of the State of Nerth Carcling

{%]NOPTH CAROLINA Registering ™ Voting®  ForCandidates™  Resulis&Data™  CampaignFinance™  About Elections ¥
STATE ROARD OF CLRCTIORS

2.

For Candidates ~ Results & Data ™ Campaign Finance * About Elt

2. Choose “Reporting Forms”

Campaign Finance
Search Campaign Funding and Spending Reports

Reporting Schedules

Reporting Forms

3. Choose “Registered Political Committee
Disclosure Reporting Forms” from the

Reporting Software

Treasurer Training

menu on the right ’
&

Reparting Forms

Statements of Qrganization for Registered Political
Committees

Registered Political Committee Disclosure &

Reporting Forms
Electioneering Communication Filers

Cantributions to Registered Committees



Campaign Finance Law Regarding Contributions and Expenditures

A.

What is the law regarding contributions?

A contribution is anything of value given to support the candidate or candidate
committee. Contributions include those received “in-kind,” which are goods and
services given to support a candidate or committee (for example, food contributed by
individuals for fundraising events). Candidates required to file disclosure reports must
report all contributions. Violations of the campaign finance laws could result in criminal
or civil penalties.

If a contributor contributes $50 or less for the entire election period, that contributor’s
name, occupation, and contact information are not required to be reported. Such
contributions may be reported on a form CRO-1205, which requires disclosure of only
the date, amount, and form of payment. HOWEVER, please note that the treasurer must
nevertheless collect that contributor’s name, address and occupation. This information
must be kept on file by the treasurer, since any contributor may eventually exceed $50
and become subject to full disclosure.

Only individuals, other NC political committees, and qualified entities may make
contributions to a candidate committee. For “qualified entities,” see G.S. §163-
278.19(h).

Effective January 1, 2025, the contribution limit is $6,800 per election (except that
candidates and their spouses may make unlimited contributions to the candidate's
committee). The election period is:

January 1 of the previous year through the date of the primary. o the day after the
primary through the day of the second primary (only for candidates on the ballotin the
second primary), or o the day after the primary through December 31 of the election
year.

Contributions may be collected whether the candidate is opposed or unopposed in the
election.

Executive committees of political parties recognized under G.S. §163-96 may give
unlimited contributions to the candidate’s committee.

Contributions from corporations, business entities, labor unions, professional
associations, and insurance companies are prohibited. Unregistered political
committees are also prohibited from making contributions.

Anonymous contributions are prohibited. Whenever funds (contributions) are collected
the committee must collect from each contributor his or her full name and mailing
address. Anonymous “pass the hat” collections are prohibited. The contributor name
and contact information MUST be collected by the committee even if the contributor
name is not required to be reported. For all contributions in excess of$50 in an election,
the committee must also collect and report the contributor’s job title or profession, and



employer’s name or employer’s specified field of business activity. This includes funds
raised through the sale of any good or service.

All contributions of more than $50 must be made with a verifiable form of payment. No
cash contributions of more than $50 may be accepted. This includes cash given to the
campaign by the candidate.

No contribution may be given in the name of another.

All prohibited contributions are subject to forfeiture to the NC Civil Penalty and
Forfeiture Fund. A person who knowingly receives prohibited contributions may also be
subject to criminal or civil penalties.

What is the Law Regarding Expenditures?

Candidate committees may only make expenditures for nine purposes:

1. Expenditures resulting from the candidate’s campaign for public office.

2. Expenditures resulting from holding public office.

3. Donations to an organization described in Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. § 170(c)), provided that the candidate or the candidate’s
spouse, children, parents, brothers, or sisters are not employed by the organization.

4. Contributions to a national, State, district or county committee of a political party or
a caucus of the political party or an affiliated party committee.

5. Contributions to another candidate or candidate's campaign committee.

6. To return all or a portion of a contribution to the contributor.

7. Payment of any penalties against the candidate or candidate's campaign committee
for violation of North Carolina’s Campaign Finance Laws.

8. Payment to the Escheat Fund established by Chapter 116B of the General Statutes.

9. Legal expense donation not in excess of four thousand dollars ($4,000) per calendar
year to a legal expense fund established pursuant to Article 22M of Chapter 163 of
the General Statutes.

If the candidate committee is required to file disclosure reports, all expenditures must

be reported.

Any expenditure that is made for media purposes must be paid for by check or other

verifiable form of payment. All expenditures of more than $50 must be made with a

verifiable form of payment.

Expenditures for non-media purposes that are less than $50 may be reported without

disclosing the payee. The report must still disclose the form of payment, date, amount,

purpose and account code for the account from which the expenditure was made.



THE LAW ON ELECTIONEERING

163A- 1134: Limitation on activity in the voting place and in a buffer zone around the voting
place.

No person or group shall access, harass others, distribute campaign literature, place political
advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise engage in election-related activity in the voting place
or in a buffer zone which shall be prescribed by the county board of elections around the
voting place. In determining the dimensions of that buffer one for each voting place, the
county board of elections shall, where practical, set the limit at 50 feet from the door of the
entrance of the voting place, measured when that door is closed, but in no event shall it set
the limit at less than 25 feet. The county board of election shall also, where practical, provide
an area adjacent to the buffer zone for each voting place in which persons or group to solicit
votes, or otherwise engage in election-related activity. No later than 30 days before each
election, the county board of elections shall make available to the public the following
information concerning each voting place:

1. The door from which the buffer zone is measured.

2. The Distance the buffer zone extends from that door.

3. Any available information concerning political activity, including sign placement that is
permitted beyond the buffer zone.

T NWOTE LS
VOTE TE4]




VOTER ASSISTANCE-
WHAT IS 1T AND WHO IS EUGIBLE?

A voter in any of the following categories is entitled to assistance from a person of the voter’s

choice excluding their employer or agent of the employer or an officer or agent of the voter's
union:

A qualified voter seeking assistance in an election shall, upon arriving at the voting place,
request permission from the Chief Judge to have assistance, stating the reasons. If the Chief
Judge determines that such assistance is appropriate, the Chief Judge shall ask the voter to
point out and identify the person the voter desires to provide such assistance. If the identified
person meets the criteria above this section, the Chief Judge shall request the person
indicated to render the assistance. The Chief Judge, one of the Judges, or one of the Assistants
may provide aid to the voter if so requested, if the election official is not prohibited by the
criteria above. Under no circumstances shall any Precinct Official be assigned to assist a voter
qualified for assistance, who was not specified by the voter.

A person rendering assistance to a voter in an election shall be admitted to the voting booth
with the voter being assisted. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules governing
voter assistance, and those rules shall adhere to the following guidelines:
1. The person rendering assistance shall not in any manner seek to persuade or induce any
voter to cast any vote in any particular way.
2. The person rendering assistance shall not make or keep any memorandum of anything
happening within the voting booth.
3. The person rendering assistance should not, directly or indirectly, reveal to any person
how the assisted voter marked their ballots, unless they are called to testify ina judicial
proceeding for violation of election laws.



WHO IS ALLOWED
INSIDE THE POLLING PLAGE?

G.S 163-166.3 LIMITED ACCESS TO THE VOTING ENCLOSURE

During the time allowed for voting in the voting place, only the following persons may enter
the voting enclosure:

1. The Chief Judge, Judges, Assistants, Board Members ( State Board Members and
Richmond County Board Members), Directors and Staff

2. An observer appointed according to G.S 163-45

3. A person seeking to vote in that voting place on that day but only while in the
process of voting or seeking to vote.

4. Avoter in that precinct while entering or explaining a challenge according to G.S
163a-1913 or G.S 163A-915

5. A person authorized under G.S 163-166.8 to assist a voter but, except as provided
in subdivision of this section, only while assisting that voter.

6. Minor children of the voter under the age of 18, or minor children under the age of
18 in the care of the voter, but only while accompanying the voter and while under
the control of the voter.

7. Any other person determined by election officials to have an urgent need to enter
the voting enclosure but only to the extent necessary to address that need.

At no time should a candidate enter the

voting enclosure other than to vote or to assist a
voter who specifically requests the candidate’s assistance!




ABSENTEE BY MAIL

ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST FORMS

*request forms can be obtained at the Board of Elections office or online*

-ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST FORMS — ARE ONLY VALID IF RETURNED BY:
1. THE VOTER
2. THE VOTERS NEAR RELATIVE OR VERIFIABLE LEGAL GUARDIAN
3. M.A.T. TEAM (MULTIPARISAN TEAM APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS)
4. PERSON AUTHORIZED BY VOTER IF VOTER IS DISABLED

*ABSENTEE REQUEST FORMS*
CANNOT BE TURNED IN TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS BY ANY OTHER PERSON
OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE.

RETURNING AN ABSENTEE BY MAIL BALLOT

1. Voter Section of the Return Envelope must be signed by the voter only.
2. Witness Section of the Return Envelope must be completed by two (2)
witnesses or a notary.
3. If the voter required assistance to vote the Voter Assistance section must
be completed.
4. Copy of Voter ID or Completed Affidavit




ABSENTEE BALLOT VIOIATION INFO

Certain violations of absentee ballot law made criminal offenses:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

False Statements under Oath made a Class 2 Misdemeanor. - If any person shall
willfully and falsely make any affidavit or statement, under oath, which affidavit ot
statement under oath, is required to be made by the provisions of this Article, he
shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

False statement Not under oath made Class 2 Misdemeanor.- Except as provided by
G.S 163-275(16), if any person, for the purpose of obtaining or voting any official
ballots under the provisions of this article, shall willfully sign any printed or written
false statement which does not purport to be under oath, or which, if it purports to
be under oath, was not duly sworn to, he shall be guilty of a Class 2 Misdemeanor.
(1) Candidate Witnessing Absentee Ballots of Nonrelative Made Class 2

Misdemeanor.- A Person is guilty of a Class 2 Misdemeanor if that person acts as a

witness under G.S 163-231(a) or G.S 163-250(a) in any primary election in which the
person is a candidate for nomination or election, unless the voter is the
candidate’s near relative as defined in G.S 163-230.1(f).

Fraud in Connection with Absentee Vote; Forgery. — Any person attempting to aid
and abet fraud in connection with any absentee vote cast rot to be cast, under the
provisions of this article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Attempting to vote by
fraudulently signing the name of a regularly qualified voter is a Class | felony.
Violations not Otherwise Provided for Made Class 2 Misdemeanors.- If any person
shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this Article, or willfully fail to comply
with any of the provisions thereof, for which no other punishment is herein
provided, he shall be guilty if a Class 2 Misdemeanor.

NEAR RELATIVES ARE:

e Spouse
e Sibling
e Child / Step Child / Grandchild

e Parent / Step Parent / Grandparent
e Son/Daughter-in-law
e Father/Mother-in-law
e Llegal Guardian
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Voter Photo ID Requirement

Baginning with the 2023 municipa! electiors, North Carolina voters will be asked to show

photo ID when they check in to vate. Voters who voie by mail will be asked to include a
photocopy of an aceeptable ID when returning their baliot by mail. =
For detailed information about the photo ID requirement, go to acsso ooy wator [T

WHAT PHOTO ID CAN | USE?

Any of the following that (s, unexpired or expired Any of the following, regardless of whether
for one year or less: the ID contains an expiration or issuance date.
= Norh Carolina Driver's License «  Military or veteran ID card issuec by the
» US. Passport/U.S. Passpor Card U.S. government
o State ID ("non-operator ID"), from the NCOMV > Tribal enroliment card issued by a State or
« NC Voter Photo ID card, issued by a county federally recognized tribe

board of elections (available soon) » 1D card issued by a US. government
> Collegefuniversity student 1D approved by NCSBE agency or the State of NC for a public

5t
Charter school employee D approved by NCSBE i e sl

o Stateflocal government empleyee |0 approved by NCSBE

To see the complete list of acceptaile pheto ID's and details on how to request

State Boarc aporoval for student and employes 1D's, visit aesse govivilacl

elections.sboe@ncsbe.gov | nesbe.gov | (919) 814-0700
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WHAT IF IDON'T HAYE APHOTO ID?

Ali yoters will be allowed to vote with or without a
photeo ID. If any voter is unable to show a photo ID when
voting, they may:

N

¢
Ty
1

vnd

L)

Vote with a Provisional

FREE PHOTO ID CARDS

Any North Carolina resident can get a
free non-griver’s [D from the NCDMV. All
county boards of elections will soon be
able to issue frea voter pheto IDs to
registered vatars in their county. County
board contact informatian can be found

at vt poshe aaw/B0LInTe

Ballot, and...

-

L
~
4

N

’-‘

=y

Complete an

Return to the elections office with [D

1D Exception Form

by the day before county canvass. J

, T s T

On the form, the voter will choose from the following permitted exceptions:

= Voler has a "reasonatle impediment” prevenling them from showing 1D,
= Voter has a religious atbjection to baing pnotographed.

« Voter v/as a victim of a patural disaster within 100 cays before Elaction Day.

vy

T R S S W g T

Information regarding North Carclina's voter ID requirement is updated frequently; for the latest guidance

on this law, acceptable lypes of photo 1D, voling procedures, exceptions and more, visit pesbe covsvoler-il

This resource was (ost upaaieo: June 8th, 2023,

elections.shoe@ncsbe.gov | ncshe.gov | (919) 814-0700
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IMPORTANT DATES

E Primary Soil & Water
Candidate Filing Period Begins : - E

© G.5.§163-106.2;G.5. §139-6 | 12/01/2025 06/08/2026 .
5 1 _{noon) _ _ (noon) |
, Last Day to Withdraw as a Candidate Entitled to a Refund { T e
G.5.§163-106.4 i 12/16/2025 l 06/29/2026
j'éa}diaate Filing Period Ends ST S REEE =
| G.S.§163-106.2;G.5.§139-6 "r 12/19/2025

}

§

f Event
;' Absentee Voting by Mail Begins
G.S.§163-227.10

| Voter Registration Deadline
| G.S.§163-82.6(d)
Voter Challenge Deadline
| G.S. §163-85(a)
5-_E_arly Voting Begins
G.S.§ 163-227.2

. Last Dayto Request_énéi_\;l_l_lg_n AES&T&; all—c;t__. T
) { G.S.§163-230.1(a)
¥ Early Voting Ends
G.S.§ 163-227.2
. Last Day to Return an Absentee Ballot
| G.5.§163-231

Election Day
G.S.§163-1;G.S. § 163-111
. County Canvass

| G.S5. § 163-182.5

e —

5 Eééan_rie'{o File an Election Protest (before 11AM)
3 § 163-182.9 (re vote count or tabulatlon)

f Deadhne to Request a Recount
G.S. § 163-182.7(b) (county board jurisdictional contest)

 Deadlineto Rédués't aRecount
+ G.S. § 163-182.7(c | (state board jurisdictional contest)

] AD“éa.dI'ineA to Filean Election Protest

G.S5.§ 163-182.9 (re: other than vote count or tabulation) f

! Sta;cé CAanva'ssi
- G.S5.§163-182.5(c)

]

{noon)

_ Primary Election _
! 91/ 12/ 20__26

02/06/2026

02/06/ 2026

02/17/ 2025

02/ 28/ 2026

03/03/2026
_(7:30pm)

03/03/2026

03/13/2026

- .03/13_’/20_26 o

03/16/2026
. (5pm)

03/17/2026
{12 noon)

03/17/2026
(noon)

TBD

_(ttam)

ISESSS—— Ep—

General Election

09/04/2026
10/09/20256
10/09/2026
10/15/2026
10/20/2026
10/31/2026

11/03/2026
(7:30pm)

11/03/2026

11/13/2026
{11am)

11/13/2026

11/16/2026
(Spm)

11/17/2026
(12 noon)

11/17/2026
(noon)

11/24/2026
(11am)

3|Page




The date of the general election is Tuesday, November 3, 2026. To determine the nominee for certain
contests, there is a primary election on Tuesday, March 3, 2026. If no candidate wins the first primary under
the provisions of G.S. § 163-111, there may be a second primary for that contest on Tuesday, May 12, 2026.

1.1  NOTICE OF CANDIDACY

A person seeking to become a candidate must file a notice of candidacy with the appropriate board of
elections. The State Board provides a Notice of Candidacy form, which is available on its website or from
any county board of elections.
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The notice of candidacy is a public record in the office of the board of elections where the candidate files.

1.2 FILING JURISDICTION, FILING PERIOD, AND FILING FEES

Candidates for the following office types must file their Notice of Candidacy with the State Board of Elections:
e Federal Offices
e Supreme Court Justice and Court of Appeals Judges
e Superior Court Judge
e District Court Judge
e District Attorney

Candidates for offices of State Senator, State House Representative, and all county and local offices must file
their notice of candidacy with their county board of elections.
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o Filing for contests subject to party nomination begins at noon on Monday, December 1, 2025, and ends at
noon on Friday, December 19, 2025.

e Filing for soil & water conservation supervisors begins at noon on Monday, June 08, 2026, and ends at the
close of business on Monday, July 6, 2026.

PLEASE NOTE: Only the candidate may file the notice of candidacy and pay the filing fee in person at the
appropriate board of elections. Alternatively, a candidate may have the candidate’s signature on the notice of
candidacy acknowledged and certified by an officer authorized to take acknowledgments and administer oaths
(e.g., a notary), in which case the candidate may mail or deliver by commercial courier service the candidate’s
notice of candidacy to the appropriate board of elections. Any candidate filing seeking an office that falls under
the jurisdiction of the State Board must first have the Certification of Registration—Section 9 of the Notice of
Candidacy form—completed and signed by the county board of elections director within the county that he or
she is registered to vote in.

Filing with the State Board of Elections

s+ You must pay the filing fee when you file a notice of candidacy. The fee is generally 1% of the office’s
base salary, payable by cashier’s check, money order, personal check, or campaign check. See N.C.G.S §
163-107 for an overview of filing fees. Refer to N.C.G.S. § 163-107.1 to learn about filing a petition in
lieu of payment of a filing fee. Visit the State Board’s Petitions webpage for more information,
https://www.ncsbe.gov/candidates/petitions.

The following offices file with our agency: (note that salary and corresponding filing fee may change between the
time of publication of this guide and the filing period)

Filing Fee
! U.S. Senate $174,000 | $1,740.00
|
[ i
5‘ U.S. House of Representatives | $174,000 l $1,740.00
. (seats 1-14)
| Associate Justice, State $197,802* $1,978.02

Supreme Court (seat 1) ?

: ‘
Judges, State Court of Appeals | ¢189621* | $1,896.21
(seats 1,2, and 3) | |

|

Judges, Superior Court (several j $§169,125* | $1,691.25
]

districts/seats) ! i

! | E
Judge, District Court (several | $162,620* 1 $1,626.20
districts/seats) l (
| a
District Attorneys | $167,337* | $1,673.37

. (several districts) | _
L TRl = s BT L. - .- J S e e ey S _—

i
|
%
1}
|
i
i
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Filing with the County Board of Elections

The following offices file with a county board of elections office. Find county board of elections contact_information
by visiting www.ncshe.gov/about-elections/county-boards-election

(note that salary and corresponding filing fee may change between the time of publication of this guide and the
filing period)

Filing Fee
| County Offices such as County
Commissioner, Board of Education, | Contact Contact county
etc. county
Soil and Water-candidate filing Set rate S5
begins at noon on June 8, 2026, not based
and ends at 5 p.m., on July 6, 2026 | on salary
, _ "
State Representative [ $13,951 $139.51
’ gl e e i e
State Senator Jl $13,951 $13951 |

1.3 GENERAL CANDIDACY REQUIREMENTS

Unless otherwise specified, all candidates must be registered to vote in the state, qualified to vote in an
election for the office sought, and 21 years old by the date of the general election. The following table lists

additional requirements for certain offices.

. Additional Requirements

Candidates must be at least 30 years of age, a U.S. citizen for at least 9 years, and a

U.S. Senate
y resident of the state by the date of the general election.

U.S.House | Candidates must be at least 25 years of age, a U.S. citizen for at least 7 years, and a resident

of the state by the date of the general election (a candidate running for U.S. House is not
ﬁ required to be a resident of the congressional district in which the candidate is seeking |
! election). i
i ) ]
I NC House Candidates must have resided in the district for one year immediately prior to general
| election. -

NC Senate Candidates must be at least 25 years of age and have resided in the state as a citizen for

‘ | twoyears and in the district for one year prior to the general election.
1 County and | Varies

Local

1.4 ONLY ONE OFFICE PER ELECTION

No person may file for more than one office for any one election. A person who has filed a notice of candidacy
may not subsequently file for any other office when the election is on the same date unless the notice for the
first office is withdrawn by the deadline.
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1.5 CANDIDATE’'S NAME ON THE BALLOT

No title, appendage, or appellation indicating rank, status, or position shall be printed on the official ballot in
connection with a candidate’s name, though candidates may use the title Mr., Mrs., Miss, or Ms. Legitimate
nicknames may be permitted on official ballots, but only if listed on the notice of candidacy. The nickname

may not mislead voters or unduly advertise the candidacy. If a candidate is providing an affidavit to permit the

use of a nickname with his or her legal last name, the affidavit shall include the way the ballot shall list the
candidate’s name (as permitted by law) in the event that another candidate with the same last name files for

the same office.

The table below provides examples of what is and what is not acceptable for the candidate’s name on the

ballot if the candidate’s name is George Eugene Smith.

Allowad Not Allowead
A candidata may use either first or middle .
name before the last name {no nicknamea George Smith
affidavit necessary) Eugene Smith
A candidats may abbreviate using the first G. Smith Gegrge S.
letter of either his first or middie name (but G.E.Smith G.ES.

not last namea) (no nickname affidavit
necsssary).

George E. Smith
G. Eugene Smith

A candidata may choose to inciude a suffix George Smith Gegrge Smith, Esq.
{no nickname affidavit necessary] George Smith, Jr. George Smith, MD
George Smith lil

The ONLY titie allowed along with a name is
M /Mrs /Miss /s,

Mr. Georgs Smith

General George Smith
ludge George Smith
Hon. George 5mith

if a nickname affidavit is completed, the
nickname must either be used in place of the
first or middie name, or following the first or
middle name in parentheses. Nicknames that
indicate rank, status, or position, are
prohibitad. Any shortening of a proper name
as it appears in the voter record, other than
abbreviation to the first letter, requires a
nickname affidavit {such as "Dave” if the
voter registration lists the first name as
“David”})

George (JoeyiSmith

George E. {Joay) 5mith
George Eugene (losy) Smith
Eugene [lo=y] Smith

Joay Smith

George {Da Bomb) Smith
George {Vote For Me) Smith
George {The Judge} Smith

George {(Winner) Smith

®

Hyphenated Surname as listed on the
candidate’s voter registration record-Uniess
the candidate’s voter registration has been
updated, his or her surname tc appear on the
ballet must match the voter registration
record.

George Eugene-Smith
{how candidate’s nams appears
on the voter registration record]

George Eugene Smith
(not allowed unless voter registration
has been updatad)

1.6 CANDIDATE'S SIGNATURE

Each candidate must sign the notice of candidacy in the presence of the chair or secretary of the relevant
board of elections. Alternatively, a candidate may have his or her signature on the notice of candidacy
acknowledged and certified by a Notary Public, in which case the candidate may mail or have the notice of
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candidacy delivered by commercial courier service to the appropriate board of elections before the candidate

filing deadline.
In signing the notice of candidacy, the candidate shall either:

use his or her legal name (an initial may be used for a middle name, if applicable), and in the candidate’s
discretion may also include any nickname by which he or she is commonly known; or

provide a signed affidavit that the candidate has been known by a certain nickname for at least five years
prior to the date of the affidavit, in which case he or she may sign with the nickname in lieu of the legal
first name and any middle initial or name. A candidate may not use a last name other than his or her legal

last name.

1.7 DISCLOSURE OF FELONY CONVICTION

The Notice of Candidacy form provided by the State Board of Elections includes a statement that addresses
whether the candidate has ever been convicted of a felony. Candidates are required by law to file a
statement that answers the following question: “Have you ever been convicted of a felony?” Candidates who
answer “yes” to this question must provide the name of the offense, date of conviction, date of restoration
of citizenship rights, and the county and state of conviction. Candidates must complete the Felony Disclosure
Form, available on the State Board of Elections’ website (NCSBE.gov), for this purpose. Itis a Class | felony
for an individual to knowingly provide untrue information in response to this question.

A candidate is not required to disclose a felony conviction if the conviction was dismissed as a result of
reversal on appeal or resulted in a pardon of innocence or expungement. A prior felony conviction does
not preclude holding elective office if the candidate’s rights of citizenship have been restored.

If a candidate fails to answer the felony question, the board of elections that accepted the filing will notify the
candidate of the omission, at which point the candidate has 48 hours to answer the felony conviction question.
If a candidate does not provide this information at the time of filing or within 48 hours after the notice, the
individual's filing is not considered complete, the individual's name shall not appear on the ballot as a
candidate, and votes for the individual shall not be counted. It is a Class | felony to complete the felony
disclosure knowing that information as to a felony conviction or the restoration of citizenship is untrue.
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Refer to the North Carolina Felony Disclosure Form below, except for the sheriff contest.

» North Carclina

Use this form to

FElony Disclosure disclose a felony

Election information Titdaaf the effice sought
Becdan e e Blectiondate ¢S yyyyd |
1108 arfize yoo hrs seoking has 0 SIS, SnTer fhe jusindiction tyed fit.g. NC Sonite) and digorict (B 10):
Jurisdiction ) et . Diswrice

Laszname . . . Suffle{Jr, S, 5L NI IV
Firss name Migdle nome
Fhone

Residential address Address (not PO, Box)

G = e cnges s an s

Caunty

Felony disclosure Aftiony conviction need net be disclasad ¥ the camviction was dismissad a2 3 nesut of raversal o agpeatar
Provide the dewyls of your resuized ina porden of inngoenoe OF fxpungament.

falciy CoriACTONS. " "
v A prisr folony conviction does not praduda halding dlective affco i che candidare’s rights of citizenship have
bean restored,
H RS Date of County of Srar=of Date citizenship
Offenze conviction .__conviction i convicton rights restored

1 affiren that the Infarmaticn disclosed Ment is trye, correst, and gomplhate Io the best af fvy kn owledge.
Candidarte, sign and date here (Required)

(=] | ]

Chaprar 163 of the MG Trhe Information an this form ks public recsrd,
Ganoral Statutas. Suhrnit thia farm to the zaree Board 3 f elactons where you (e your Natce af Candidacy form.

1.8 WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY
A person who has filed a notice of candidacy for an even-year party nomination has the right to withdraw it at

any time prior to the close of business on the third business day prior to the date on which the right to file for
that office expires and receive a refund of their filing fee. No general election candidate in a partisan contest may
withdraw on or after the first day absentee ballots are distributed for the election.

North Carclina
- vy I T b i Y
Withdrawal of Notice of Candidacy Yaasuadeareindiday

Election information o TWeofthesficsssughe

Please prnt. ftaction Elsctron dest frerddhpes

Candidate Last mame Suffix Gr. e, 1111, 14
| information First name Middla nama
i Use the sama infarmatisn 8

that yau Used ta complere 2 Mdoes 3

your motica of candidacy. Cley Stnra Zig

Courty
Phona number Eeail

E Candidate’s A parson wha has filad & mrotice of candidacy far an even-pear party ramination has tha sgmt 1o wtkdraw
i affirmation for it at any tima prior to the cose of business on the third business day priar o the dare an ‘which the right to
|' withdrawal of filn For that offica expiras and recaive a refund of ther filing Fae.
l candidacy A parson who has filed a rotice of candidacy for 2 municipal affice may withdrivw thair candidacy & any

Fraudulantly or faiszly sma. but will only recswe a refund of the candidate’s Filrg fea iF the withdrawal is prior to the cfose of
i complating this form id a 3 butiness on the third Business day on which the right to Fig for that office expires. §

Class | fefgny under {I
| Chapter 163 of the NC %o gansral alection candidale (0 A Dartisan COPLEst may withdraw on ar afer tha frit day absescss ballots |
| Caracal Statutas, ara disuributed for the slactior. |

| haraby aflirm that | hawe fizd az a candidate fer office and | am withdravddng my rov e of cand-dacy.
Candidato, sign and dabte Rera eo.r o) ‘

= Tata (me/gdisay)
| X

L e |

Summit this form (o the offica whaere you fled. Fird the contact infarmation far your local buard of alactions ‘i
sncsbe gov/BOTNf0).

{

i

at tha MCSBE wabsits ( =

Please note: Withdrawal of your notice of candidacy does not elese your candidate comymitbes. Your treasurer
i must continue fo Ale disclosure reports untl your cornmitiee is eligible to dose under 08 NCAC 21 L0202 or to
obmin inactive status under N.C.GS. §163-278.10 |




1.9 PARTY AFFILIATION

No one is permitted to file as a candidate in a party primary unless he or she has been affiliated with that party
for at least 90 days as of the date of that person’s filing of notice of candidacy. A person registered as
"unaffiliated" is ineligible to file as a candidate in a partisan primary election.

1.10 VERIFICATION BY COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Candidates required to file their notice of candidacy with the State Board must file, along with their notice,
a certificate of registration signed by the chair of the board of elections or the director of elections of the
county in which they are registered to vote. For this reason, candidates required to file their notice of
candidacy with the State Board must first visit their local county board of elections prior to submitting the
notice to the State Board. This certificate serves to verify that the person filing for candidacy is registered
to vote in that county and that they have continuously affiliated with the party whose nomination the
candidate seeks for the three-month period before the close of the candidate filing period.

1.11 CANDIDATE CHALLENGES AND ELECTION PROTESTS

CHALLENGES: WHEN, HOW, AND GROUNDS FOR A CHALLENGE

A challenge to a candidate must be filed with the board of elections that received the notice of candidacy
or petition no later than ten business days after the close of the filing period. The challenge must be made
in a verified affidavit by a challenger, based on the challenger’s reasonable suspicion or belief of the facts
stated. The grounds for filing a challenge are that the candidate does not meet the constitutional or
statutory qualifications for the office, including residency.

Visit the State Board’s website for more information about candidate challenges:

https://www.ncsbe.gov/candidates/candidatechallenges.

1.12 ELECTION PROTEST

If a challenger discovers grounds for challenging a candidate after the deadline, those grounds may be the
basis for an “election protest.” Only registered voters are eligible to participate in the election in question
and candidates in the election in question are permitted to protest the election.

The timing for filing a protest depends on the nature of the alleged irregularity. A county board shall not
delay the canvass of a contest for election protests that do not relate to the counting or tabulating of votes.
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Manner in which votes were counted or results tabulated Before the beginning of the county canvass meeting

Manner in which votes were counted or results tabulated 5 PM on the 2" business day after the county has
AND protest states good cause fof delay in ﬁling Completed canvass and de(:lared results

Irregularity other than vote counting or results tabulation 5 PM on the 2" business day after the county has
completed its canvass and declared results

If the protest is filed before Election Day and concerns an irregularity other than vote counting or results
tabulation, the protest proceedings shall be stayed until after Election Day (unless a party defending against
the protest moves otherwise) if any one of the following conditions exists:

e The ballot has been printed
e The voter registration deadline for that election has passed _
e Any of the proceedings will occur within 30 days before Election Day

Persons who wish to file a protest shall use the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections (08 NCAC Q2
.0111). See the State Board’s website for additional information: https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-elections/legal-

resources/challenge-protest-appeal-and-complaint-forms.
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ATION DRIV

Voter registration is fundamental to elections. Assisting qualified citizens in becoming registered voters and
involving them in the democratic process is a worthy cause and carries with it certain responsibilities.
Candidates and their campaigns may distribute voter registration applications and conduct voter registration
drives. Voter registration applications may be picked up in county boards of elections offices in quantities up
to 100. Larger quantities may be requested from the State Board. Anyone conducting a voter registration
drive must adhere to the following guidelines:

o You must provide individuals with current, state-approved voter registration forms. These forms may be
ordered from the State Board of Elections (if quantities are over 100) by filling out and signing a NC Voter
Registration Supplies Order Form and faxing it to the number on the form or picked up from county
boards of elections’ offices (if quantities are below 100).

e You must refrain from coercing, threatening, or intimidating any person engaged in the registration or voting
process.

e You should encourage individuals to complete the entire form. You are not permitted to change any
information placed on the form without the permission of the person registering. To do so is a Class 2

misdemeanor.
e [fassisting a person in filling out a voter registration form, you must place information on the form that

accurately reflects the intent and direction of the person.
e You must not offer a person a voter registration form that has a party affiliation premarked unless the
person receiving the form has requested the premarking. To do so is a Class 2 misdemeanor.

e Aperson may not be compensated based on the number of forms submitted for assisting peoplein
registering to vote. To do so is a Class 2 misdemeanor.

e You are strongly encouraged to submit completed voter registration forms and any accompanying
documentation to the county board of elections in the county in which the applicant resides within 5
business days of receiving the forms. You must return the forms, so they are received no later than
the 25th day before an election. Failure to do so is a Class 2 misdemeanor.

Applications received by the State Board of Elections will be routed to the proper county board of elections,
but voter registration drive organizers are strongly encouraged to route completed applications directly to

applicants’ proper county board of elections to ensure timely processing.

2.1  CAPTURING VOTERS' PERSONAL IDENTIFYING INFORMATION IS UNLAWFUL

No person may retain a voter’s full or partial social security number, date of birth, electronic mail address,
photocopies of identification for voting, or driver’s license number when that information is generated in the
voter registration process. This information is confidential.

Further, it is a misdemeanor for any person who is not an election official, or who is not otherwise authorized by
law, to retain a registrant's signature, full or partial Social Security number, date of birth, or the identity of the
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public agency at which the registrant registered to vote, or any electronic mail address, or driver license number
from any form after submission of the form to the county board of elections or elections official.

2.2 VOTER CHALLENGES

Avoter challenge is the legal process to contest a person’s eligibility to register and/or vote. In the
absence of affirmative proof, the presumption is that a voter is properly registered or affiliated. Each
challenge must be made separately, in writing, under oath, and on the Voter Challenge Form. The
challenger must be a registered voter in the county and must show that he or she knows, suspects, or
reasonably believes the voter is not qualified or entitled to vote and must attach any evidence to
support the challenge. A challenge may only be filed for the reasons listed in statute. Any other reason
is not grounds for a challenge. The challenge process is set out in Article 8 of Chapter 163.

A challenge to a voter’s right to register, remain registered, or vote must be filed with the county
board of elections before the 25th day before the primary, general, or special election, and the
challenge will be resolved before election day. A challenge can also be made during early voting or on
Election Day by filing a challenge at the voting site at the time the registered voter offers to vote.

The absentee ballot of any voter received by the county board of elections pursuant to G.S. 163-
231(b) (1) may be challenged no later than 5:00 p.m. on the fifth business day after the primary,
general election, or county bond election. The absentee ballot of any voter received by the county
board of elections pursuant G.S. 163-231(b)(2) may be challenged no later than 5:00 p.m. on the next
business day following the deadline for receipt of such absentee ballots.

More information about voter challenges, including what a challenge can and cannot be based on, can
be read in the Voter Challenge Procedures Guide on the State Board’s website at:
https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-eIections/legal—resources/chal!enge-protest-appeal-and-compiaint-

forms.
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Candidates should be aware of the options for voting in North Carolina.

3.1 VOTING METHODS

There are four methods by which a registered voter may cast a ballot in North Carolina:

Absentee By-Mail

Absentee by-mail voting permits any registered voter to request, receive, and return a ballot by mail. Military
voters, civilians out of the country, and visually-impaired voters may also vote absentee using the State
Board’s Absentee Ballot Portal (https://votebymail.ncsbe.gov/app/home). Absentee ballots for a primary must
be available 50 days before election day. If a second primary is necessary, absentee ballots will be available as
soon as practicable. Absentee ballots for a general election must be available 60 days before election day.

Early Voting

Early Voting permits a person to request a ballot in person, receive the ballot, and cast the ballot at any early voting
site in the county. The early voting period begins on the third Thursday prior to the date of an election and ends on
the last Saturday before Election Day.

Election Day

The hours for voting on Election Day are 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Any voter who isin line at 7:30 p.m. will be allowed
to vote. On Election Day, registered voters should vote in their assigned precincts to receive the correct ballot style.
A voter’s precinct is assigned according to the address where the voter has resided for 30 or more days prior to the
date of an election. Voters who present to vote at a polling site other than their assigned precinct should be
directed to their proper precinct or be offered a provisional ballot. The county board of elections will review all
provisional applications and use current North Carolina laws to determine whether to count part or all of the ballot.

Provisional Voting

Provisional Voting is a process where voters whose eligibility to vote cannot be immediately determined are
allowed to vote a ballot that is sealed inside an envelope. County Board of Elections staff then research the
voter’s information to determine their eligibility. The county board then determines whether to count part or all
of the ballot based on that research.
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3.2 VOTER ASSISTANCE

Any voter is entitled to assistance from the voter's near relatives, which state law defines as the voter’s
spouse, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law,
son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild, as chosen by the voter. The voter need not be disabled to receive such

assistance.

A voter in any of the following categories is entitled to assistance from a person of the voter's choice, excluding
the voter’s employer or agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the voter’s union:

e Avoter who, due to physical disability, is unable to enter the voting booth without assistance.

e Avoter who, due to physical disability, is unable to mark a ballot without assistance.

e Avoter who, duetoilliteracy, is unable to mark a ballot without assistance.

e Avoter who, dueto blindness, is unable to enter the voting booth or mark a ballot without assistance.

There is no prohibition against a candidate assisting a voter if the voter is entitled to assistance. A person
assisting a voter will be required to complete a voter assistance log.

See https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-elections/legal-resources/numbered-memos and click Numbered Memo

2016-16 for additional information about voter assistance.
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All election results on election night are unofficial. Election results are not made official until all relevant
canvasses are completed (the county canvass for local contests and the state canvass for multicounty or

statewide contests).

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Absentee ballots are counted at 5:00 PM
on Election Day. In some cases, they may
be counted as early as 2:00 PM. County
boards of elections will not release
absentee results until after the close of
the polls.

EARLY VOTING AND
ELECTION DAY BALLOTS

Ballots cast during early voting and ballots
cast on election day are counted after the
close of the polls on election day. Polls
close at 7:30 PM.

PROVISIONAL BALLOTS

Provisional ballots are researched after
Election Day. If the provisional voter is
determined to be eligible, his or her ballot
will be counted prior to the county’s
canvass meeting on the third day after
election day.

Absentee ballots that are timely cured
after election day, and absentee ballots
from military and overseas voters that are
timely mailed before election day and
timely received after election day, will be
counted prior to the county’s canvass
meeting.

4.1 COUNTY CANVASS

The county canvass meeting is the meeting that culminates in a county’s election results becoming official.
The county canvass meeting is conducted 10 days after Election Day (except for September and October
odd-year municipal elections). Until the county canvass, all election results posted by the county or by the
State Board of Elections are unofficial.

These are the specific dates for the 2026 county canvass meetings:

March Primary Election

March 13,2026, at11a.m.

November General Election November 13, 2026, at 11a.m.

4.2 STATE CANVASS

National offices, multi-county legislative offices, judicial offices, district attorney, and statewide and multi-
county referenda contests must be canvassed by the State Board. Municipal offices that are in more than one
county are not canvassed by the State Board, but the State Board provides the county board in each county in
which the municipality is located with a composite abstract of the results. All contests are authenticated by
the State Board. The date for the state canvass of any primary or second primary will be set by the State Board
closer to the time of the election event. The date of the state canvass for the November general election is
Tuesday, November 24, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.
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5.1 NO ELECTIONEERING NEAR THE FRONT ENTRANCE TO A VOTING SITE

No electioneering may occur within the area immediately outside of the front entrance of a voting place. This
area will be marked by signage to designate the area of the “buffer zone,” which is typically 50 feet from the
front entrance, but in any case, must be at least 25 feet from the front entrance. Persons may not engage in
electioneering in this restricted area. If a political sign is placed in this restricted area, it will be removed. For
more information about the area in which electioneering is restricted for a specific voting site, please contact

your county board of elections office.

5.2 CURBSIDE VOTING

Every voting site will offer curbside votingin a designated area, to allow voters with disabilities that prevent
them from entering the voting site to cast their voteina vehicle. If curbside voting is located outside of the
“buffer zone,” electioneering restrictions will be in place to ensure the privacy of curbside voters when they

are voting.
Curbside Voters must sign the following affidavit to receive a ballot curbside:

“Do you swear (or affirm) that you are a registered voter in County and precinct. That because of age or
physical disability, you are unable to enter the voting place to vote in person without physical assistance. That
you desire to vote outside the voting place and enclosure, and that you understand that a false statement as
to your condition will be in violation of North Carolina law.”

5.3  ISSUES OR COMPLAINTS AT VOTING SITES

Any issue or complaint relating to a voting site should first be brought to the attention of the polling place’s
chief judge. If the issue cannot be resolved by the election official at the voting site, the relevant county board

of elections office should be contacted.
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In-Person Voters

Voters must show an acceptable photo ID when they check in at their voting site during early voting or on Election
Day. Election workers check to see if the picture on the ID reasonably resembles the voter and if the name on the ID
is the same as or very similar to the voter’s name in their registration record. The address on the photo 1D does not

have to match the voter registration records.

If the voter does not show an acceptable ID, the voter may proceed to vote in one of the two following ways:

1. complete an ID Exception Form and then vote with a provisional ballot, or
2. vote with a provisional ballot and then return to their county board of elsctions office with their photo ID by
noon three days after Election Day.

Absentee-By-Mail Voters

Voters who vote by mail must include a photocopy of an acceptable ID when returning their ballot, or they may
complete an ID Exception Form. The voter places the photocopy of ID or ID Exception Form in a pocket on the
outside of the ballot container envelope, which is then placed in an outer return envelope to protect the privacy of
the voter. Military and overseas voters must comply with the photo ID requirement to have their votes counted ir

state and local contests.

Acceptable Photo IDs for Voting

For more information about the photo ID requirement, including what photo IDs are acceptable for voting, go to
https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/voter-id
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Candidacy Forms

Form Name

Description of the Form

General Notice of Candidacy Form

This form is used to place a candidate’s name on
the ballot for a primary and general election.

Felony Disclosure Form

The Felony Disclosure Form must be completed if a
candidate has previously been convicted of a felony,
unless the conviction was dismissed as a resultina
pardon of innocence or expungement.

Felony Disclosure Statement
(for Sheriff candidates only)

Pursuant to NC G.S. 163-106(f) candidates for
sheriff must complete several forms and a
disclosure statement verifying that they have had
no prior felony convictions or expungements.

Withdrawal of the Notice of Candidacy Form

The Withdrawal of Notice of Candidacy can be used
for a candidate who wishes to withdraw his or his
notice of candidacy. Any person has the right to
withdraw at any time prior to the close of the
business day prior to the date on which the right to
file for that office expires under the terms of G.S. §
163-106.2.

Notice of Candidacy via Petition

The Notice of Candidacy via Petition is used when a
petitioner candidate has received the required
number of signatures set forth by the North
Carolina General Statutes and the petition has been
certified by either the State Board of Elections or
the county board of elections.

Candidate Challenge Form

It is recommended that the challenger use this form
to ensure they provide all necessary information.
The form is not required, as the statute provides
that the challenge be made on an “affidavit”.

Candidate Challenge Appeal Form

Used to file an appeal of a hearing panel’s decision
on a challenge to a candidate’s candidacy.
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